




 
 

STAFF REPORT 

Agenda Item: 6     
 
 
Board Meeting Date: April 21, 2025 
Prepared By:  Brett Hodgkiss 

 
SUBJECT: INTERVIEW AND APPOINT DIVISION 2 DIRECTOR 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    Interview and appoint a director for Division 2 of the Vista Irrigation District 
Board of Directors. 
 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION:    At its March 19, 2025 meeting, the Board elected to post a “Notice of Vacancy” 
in three conspicuous locations in the District’s service area and accept applications from candidates until 3:00 
p.m. on April 11, 2025. The Board also scheduled a special meeting for April 21, 2025 to interview qualified 
candidates and appoint a director for Division 2 of the Board. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None associated with an appointment. 
 
SUMMARY:  With the March 4, 2025 resignation of Director Byron Olson, a vacancy exists on the Vista 
Irrigation District Board of Directors for Division 2.  At its March 19, 2025 meeting, the Board considered 
the options available to fill the vacancy in accordance with Government Code §1780.  The Board elected to 
exercise its option to appoint a qualified candidate to fill the vacancy in Division 2 until the next general 
election in 2026. 
 
DETAILED REPORT: On March 5, 2025, the District’s Board Secretary formally notified the San Diego 
County Registrar of Voters of the Division 2 vacancy.  On March 20, 2025, a Notice of Vacancy was posted 
in the District lobby, at Vista City Hall and at the Vista Library; the notice was also posted on the District’s 
website and a news release was submitted to local newspapers. Additionally, the City of Vista and Vista 
Chamber of Commerce provided information about the Division 2 vacancy in their e-newsletters.  
 
Government Code §1780 requires that the vacancy be filled within 60 days following its effective date (on 
or before May 3, 2025).  To meet this requirement, the Board set a deadline of April 11, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. to 
receive applications for the vacancy and called for a special meeting on April 21, 2025 to interview qualified 
candidates (e.g. reside within the boundaries of Division 2 and be a registered voter).  The District received 
two applications. 
 
When the Board makes an appointment, the Board Secretary will be prepared to swear in the appointee. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Interview Schedule 
 Candidate Applications    

 
    
  



 
 

Candidate Interview Schedule 
 
 

1:45 p.m.   Richard Vásquez  

2:15 p.m.   Frank Nuñez 
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STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR DIRECTOR 

Board of Directors 

Patrick H. Sanchez 
. President, Division 4

Marty Miller, Division I 

Vacant, Division 2 

Peter Kuchinsky II., Division 3 

Jo MacKenzie, Division 5

Administrative Staff 

Brett L. Hodgkiss 
General Manager 

Ramae A. Ogilvie 
Board Secretary 

Elizabeth A. Mitchell 
General Counsel 

VISTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS, DIVISION 2 
TERM ENDING DECEMBER 2026 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

J 
920133 

- 4:70q

PHONE NUMBER EMAIL ADDRESS 

Please attach your response to each of the questions below to this coversheet. 

1. How long have you been a resident of Vista?

2. Why do you feel you are qualified to perform as a Director of this District?

3. What has been your experience in working with/for governmental agencies?

4. What experience do you have in working with/for the water industry?

5. Are you or have you been active in civic affairs? If so, in what capacity?

6. Briefly outline your philosophy as a Director of the District.

Thank you for your interest in serving as a Director on the Vista Irrigation District Board of Directors. 

A public agency serving the city of Vista and portions of San Marcos, Escondido, Oceanside and San Diego County 



Statement of Qualifications 

for 

Richard L. Vasquez 

1. How long have you been a resident of Vista?

I have been a resident of Vista since August 5, 1983, 42 years.

2. Why do feel you are qualified to preform as a Director of this District?

As the former Director of Division 2, I am well versed in the history and on going efforts

by the District to keep replacing it's infrastructure that has reached or is reaching the end
of its service life or is creating problems for the District due to wear and tear, corrosion or
materials that are not preforming up to specifications.

It was my intention, after I left the Board, to monitor the ongoing efforts by the District to
create a new rate structure to construct Pechstein II Reservoir, to replace the Vista Flume

and to find economical ways to pay for these projects without burdening the rate payers of
Division 2 and the entire District excessively.

Being back on the Board will allow me to be involved more closely with these projects

and others that are on the Capitol Projects list. I want to continue to be an advocate for
low, equitable rates foe my neighbors in Division 2.

3. What has been your experience in working with/for governmental agencies?

My career as a Civil Engineering Designer and or Associate Engineer began with two

years each at the San Bernardino County Assessor's Office and Road Department. Once

in the Civil Engineering private sector, I have been designing, providing specifications,
inspection and construction oversite for water and sewer plants, pipelines and related

projects and presenting them to and/or working with staffs of City, County, Water and

Sewer Agencies, Engineering Departments and Public Works Departments and even City

Councils to get consensus and approval for the projects.

4. What experience do you have in working with/for the water industry?

In my 45 years in the Civil Engineering private sector, I have worked with water industry

Engineering and Public Works Departments in the design, rehabilitation, construction

inspection and acceptance of pipelines, pump stations, and water treatment plants

throughout the western United States.

In my 30years as a Director for the Bueno Colorado Municipal Water District and the



Vista Irrigation District, I have worked to build a rapport with the adjoining water 

agencies. I have also represented VID in two Association of California Water Agency 

committees and for twelve years I was a Director on the ACW A Region 10 Board of 

Directors, working for the betterment of water issues throughout California. 

5. Are you or have you been active in civic affairs? If so, in what capacity?

In the late 1980's I was a member and Chairman of the Vista Chamber of Commerce

Action Committee.

6. Briefly outline your philosophy as a Director of the District.

My philosophy as a District Director is to have VID continue to provide the cleanest,

most economical water possible to it's rate payers and customers. I would strive, along

with the majority of the other Directors, to keep the rate adjustments as low as possible,

while still providing staff with the tools and resources to continue to do their work and

provide the customers with excellent service.

I am extremely proud of the service record the VID staff has provided to our customers in

the past twenty years and I would want that to continue in the future under my

Directorship.
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