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MINUTES OF THE
WATER SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE OF

VISTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

i|l4:ay 2,2017

A meeting of the Water Sustainability Committee of Vista Irrigation District was held on
Tuesday, }y'ray 2,2017, at the offices of the District, 1391 Engineer Street, Vista, California.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Vásquez called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

ROLL CALL

Committee members present: Vásquez and Sanchez

Committee members absent: None.

Staff present: Brett Hodgkiss, Assistant General Manager and Brent Reyes, Water
Conservation Specialist.

Other attendees: None.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was approved as presented.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME

No public comments were presented on items not appearing on the agenda.

5. 2017 WATERSMART LANDSCAPE CONTEST

See application packages attached hereto.

Mr. Reyes provided the Committee with background and history on the District's
participation in the California-Friendly Landscape Contest. He also explained that the contest is
jointly coordinated and promoted, but individually judged, by the participating agencies. Mr.
Reyes also explained the curent landscape contest judging criteria to the Committee.

The Committee carefully reviewed all of the applications based on the judging criteria
and noted that only one applicant had submitted all of the required information. During its
review, the Committee and staff discovered that one of the applicants (Len and Robin Judd)
indicated that they had submitted all of the required documentation but only the application and
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photographs were included as part of their submittal. The Committee requested that staff review
the applicants file to see if the other required materials were inadvertently omitted.

Mr. Reyes reviewed the applicant's electronic submittal and found that two files had been
submitted but that only one could be opened which contained the application and photographs.
The other file was corrupt and could not be opened. The Committee asked staff to contact the
applicant to see if the other file contained the plant list and narrative; if it did, have the applicant
resend the file so the information could be considered as part of their application package.

The applicant could not be immediately reached so the Committee tabled selecting a
winner pending clarification/resubmittal of information contained on file that could not be
opened. At 11:13 a.m. Chair Vásquez adjourned the meeting to 11:00 AM on Vy'ednesday, May
3'2017 ' 

*****trtrrr****trtr****trrki!r:!rrrtrrr?k?rrrrr,r

At 11:33 a.m. on Wednesday, May 3,2017, Chair Vásquez reconvened the previous
day's meeting of the Water Sustainability Committee of Vista Irrigation District, at the offices of
the District,l39l Engineer Street, Vista, California. Mr. Reyes informed the Committee that he
was able to get ahold of the applicant (Len and Robin Judd) to have them resend the narrative
and plant list that were originally submitted along with their application and photographs. The
Committee reviewed the materials provided by the Judds. After discussion and careful
consideration of all the applications submitted during the May 2 meeting and review of the re-
submitted materials from the Judds, the Committee selected Len and Robin Judd as the winners
of the 2017 WaterSmart Landscape Contest. As the winners of the Landscape Contest, the Judds
will receive a plaque and a $250 gift certificate to a local nursery at the }y'ray 24,2011 Board,
meeting.

6, COMMENTS BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

No committee member comments were presented.

7. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Committee, at 11:38 a.m. Chair
Vásquez adjourned the meeting.

L. Vásquez,

ATTEST:

4"QÇ+.
Lisa R.Soto, Seóretarp-
Board of Directors
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Brent Reyes
Brett Hodgkiss
Eldon Boone

SUBJECT: 2OI7 WATERSMART LANDSCAPE CONTEST

RECOMMENDATION: Review submittals and select a winner of Vista Inigation District's 2017
WaterSmart Landscape Contest.

PRIOR BOARD ACTION: At its May 1I,2016 meeting, the Board awarded a gift. certificate to the
winner of Vista Irrigation District's 2016 CaÍfornia-Friendly Landscape Contest.

FISCAL IMPACT: $250 for the landscape contest is included in the budget.

SUMMARY: The District was asked to take part in the 2017 V/aterSmart Landscape Contest (formerly
the California-Friendly Landscape Contest) jointly coordinated and promoted, but individually judged, by
participating agencies. The District accepted the invitation and joined eleven other local agencies (Helix
'Water District, Olivenhain Municipal Water District, Otay Water District, Padre Dam Municipal Water
District, San Dieguito Water District, Sweetwater Authority, Vallecitos Water District, California
American Water, and the cities of Escondido, Oceanside and San Diego) in participating in the landscape

contest. The landscape contest winner receives a $250 gift certificate to a local nursery from the participating
agency.

DETAILED REPORT: This is the fifth straight year the District has participated in the landscape contest.
Promotional materials were emailed to customers who participated in the Metropolitan Water District of
Southem California's turf removal program. Additional landscape contest promotional efforts included:
contributing to an ad placed in the Horticultural Society's newsletter, placing promotional materials in the
lobby, and announcing the contest on the District's website. The District received six applications by the
ApríL7,2017 deadline.

Water Sustainability Committee members Vasquez and Sanchez are the judges for the contest. The wrnner
will be invited to partake in a ceremony recognizing aII participating agencies' winners at the Water
Conservation Garden on May 2t,2017. A $250 gift certificate will be presented to the landscape contest

winner at the llIay 24, 2017 Board meeting. The winner's landscape will also be featured at

www. landscapecontest. com.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. WaterSmart Landscape Contest Applications
2. Rating Sheet











Pre-conversion photo(s) were submitted by customer to the Socalwatersmart turf removal rebate program 
 and have been added to this WaterSmart Landscape Contest Application. 
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Plant List 
 
 

(Within each plant group listed, we often planted several varieties.) 
 

Aeoneums   Echeveria 
Agave  Euphorbia 
Aloe                                                                                    Jacobaea maritima 
Bulbine                                                                              Kalanchoe 
Calandrinia grandiflora                                                   Rosmarinus officinalis 
Cassia Tree                                                                       Senecio 
Cotyledon                                                                         Trachelospernum jasminoid        
Crassul 
 
We chose to install a watersmart landscape for a variety of reasons.  California’s drought conditions made 
maintaining a large front lawn rather unconscionable ecologically as well as economically.  A water-
efficient landscape was a practical choice.  The added ease of cultivating and nurturing such a landscape 
was attractive.  Finally, the aesthetic appeal was strong.  The colors, textures, sculptural shapes, and 
patterns drew us toward succulents. 
 
We designed the layout and installed all of the plants ourselves.  The drip irrigation system was 
professionally installed and the lawn was removed by landscapers.  Adopting the waterwise plan was, at 
times, stressful as our front yard is highly visible, and the yards on our street are well manicured.  We 
wanted neighbors and passersby to view it as a beautiful garden.  We hoped it would inspire others to let 
go of the fear of opting out of the front lawn concept. Much time was spent researching layout and plant 
selection.  The most difficult physical parts of the process were digging holes for our plants and spreading 
a mountain of mulch. Watching a beautiful lawn die, before it could be removed, was traumatic. 
 
The unexpected benefit of the project was the sizable number of people who stopped by to offer words of 
encouragement as we worked, and compliment the results.  We met wonderful neighbors and passersby 
whose acquaintance we would not otherwise have made.   
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2OL7 WaterSmart Landscape Contest

Total

Please rate the landscape contest applicants on the basis of the following five (5) areas. Please rate from 1-5 (5 beine hieh).

Irrigation
MethodsMaintenanceDesignPlant selection

Attractiveness/
AppealApplicant Name

cyr

Donovan

Gough

Judd

Lake

Smith

Overall attractiveness:

Curb appeal; pleasing color, form, texture, contour; plants are well maintained; weeds kept to a minimum

Appropriate plant selection :

Climate-appropriate plant palette; minimal or functional turf; functional landscape, meets needs of owners

Desiqn:

Landscaping is able to thrive with less water, has adequate plant coverage, permeable soils, and takes advantage of site features

like shade, micro-climates, or low-lying flood areas; landscaping also meets needs of owners

Appropriate maintenance:

Mulch; weeds kept to a minimum; plants neat, tidy and attractive

Efficient methods of irriqation:

Uses appropriate irrigation equipment for plant material, such as drip irrigation or efficient rotating spray nozzles

PLEASE BRING THIS COMPLETED SHEET W|TH YOU TO THE WATER SUSTA¡NABILITY COMM¡TTEE MEETING
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