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SUBJECT: 2026 WATERSMART LANDSCAPE CONTEST 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Review submittals and select a winner of Vista Irrigation District’s 2026 
WaterSmart Landscape Contest. 
 
PRIOR BOARD ACTION: At its August 20, 2025 meeting, the Board awarded a gift certificate and plaque 
to the winner of the District’s 2025 WaterSmart Landscape Contest.  
   
FISCAL IMPACT: $300. 
 
SUMMARY: The District participated in the 2026 WaterSmart Landscape Contest jointly coordinated and 
promoted, but individually judged, by the participating agencies.  The District participated along with eleven 
other local agencies (Helix Water District, Olivenhain Municipal Water District, Otay Water District, Padre 
Dam Municipal Water District, San Dieguito Water District, Sweetwater Authority, Vallecitos Water 
District, California American Water, Rincon del Diablo Municipal Water District, and the cities of Escondido 
and Oceanside) in this year’s contest.  The landscape contest winner receives a $250 gift certificate from their 
participating agency.     
 
DETAILED REPORT: This is the 14th straight year the District has participated in the landscape contest.  
Promotional materials were emailed to customers who participated in regional turf removal rebate programs 
and/or attended recent residential landscape training workshops.  Additional landscape contest promotional 
efforts included posting contest information on the District’s website, articles in the City of Vista’s Vista 
News Center electronic newsletter and the Vista Press, social media posts by the San Diego County Water 
Authority, direct marketing to homes with attractive water-wise landscaping, and flyer distribution at Ganter 
Nursery in Vista, Alta Vista Botanical Gardens and the Vista Public Library. The District received five 
applications by the May 8, 2026 deadline.    
 
Water Sustainability Committee members Nuñez and Kuchinsky are the judges for the contest. A $250 gift 
certificate and plaque will be presented to the landscape contest winner at a future Board meeting.  The 
District’s winner will also have their landscape featured at www.landscapecontest.com as well as on the 
District’s website.  
   
ATTACHMENTS:  
 Contest Judging Matrix/Criteria 
 WaterSmart Landscape Contest Applications 

 



JUDGING CRITERIA 

  

Overall AƩracƟveness:  

 Curb appeal 

 Pleasing color, form, texture and contour 

 Plants are well maintained 

 Weeds kept to a minimum 

 

Appropriate Plant SelecƟon:  

 Climate-appropriate plant paleƩe 

 Minimal or funcƟonal turf  

 FuncƟonal landscape 

 Plants meet needs of owners 

 

Design:  

 Landscape is able to thrive with less water 

 Adequate plant coverage and permeable soils 

 Takes advantage of site features like shade, micro-climates, or low-lying flood areas 

 Landscape also meets needs of owners 

 

Appropriate Maintenance:  

 Mulch 

 Weeds kept to a minimum 

 Plants are neat, Ɵdy and aƩracƟve 

 

Efficient Methods of IrrigaƟon:  

 Uses appropriate irrigaƟon equipment for plant material such as drip irrigaƟon or efficient ro-

taƟng spray nozzles 

 Water consumpƟon is appropriate to area 

 Uses smart controllers or irrigaƟon sensors 

 IrrigaƟon is supplemented with rainwater capture or other water 



2026 WaterSmart Landscape Contest 

Applicant Name 
Attractiveness/

Appeal Plant selection Design Maintenance 
Irrigation/Water 

Use Total 

Barnhill             

Griswold             

Leonard             

Lizarraga             

Sheahan             

              

              

              

Please rate the landscape contest applicants on the basis of the following five (5) areas. Please rate from 1-5 (5 being high). 

Overall attractiveness:  

Curb appeal; pleasing color, form, texture, contour; plants are well maintained; weeds kept to a minimum 

Appropriate plant selection: 

Climate-appropriate plant palette; minimal or functional turf; functional landscape, meets needs of owners 

Design: 

Landscaping is able to thrive with less water, has adequate plant coverage, permeable soils, and takes advantage of site fea-
tures like shade, micro-climates, or low-lying flood areas; landscaping also meets needs of owners 

Appropriate maintenance: 

Mulch; weeds kept to a minimum; plants neat, tidy and attractive 

Efficient methods of irrigation: 

Uses appropriate irrigation equipment for plant material, such as drip irrigation or efficient rotating spray nozzles 
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